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Among the tracts of late issue from the prest
that have within a few days reached our hands, qui
attention was attracted by one entitled " Tah'gah¦
iule, or Logan, and Capt. Michael Cresap," being
a Discourse delivered by Braktz Mayer, Esq., ol
Baltimore, before the Maryland Historical Society,
on the 9th of last May.
The main object of this Discourse is to vin¬

dicate the Creiap Family from the imputation
thrown upon Capt. Michael Cresap, in Jef¬
ferson's Notes upon Virginia and contemporary
traditions and publications, as having been the cold¬
blooded murderer of the Family of Logan, a dis¬
tinguished Indian Chief of that day. This task of
redeeming from cruel calumny the fame of one of
the earliest descendants of the original settlers of
Maryland, Mr. Mayer has executed not only with
much ability, but with an industry and minuteness
of research which do honor to his fidelity and
accuracy as a historian.
We do not propose to follow Mr. Mayer in

tracing, through all its tortuous windings, froin its
original source, or rather want of source, the im¬
putation upon Capt. Cresap of having been the
author of the butchery of Logan's family. It is
enough to say that the evidence which he has
produced goes wholly to absolve his name and
fame from that reproach.

There are, however, in the Discourse before us,
two main passages which, as their perusal has been
full of interest to us, will, we doubt not, be of equal
interest to others, and especially to the descendants
of the original colonists, and of those pioneers who

..trated, and then peopled, the Wilderness
firstpe^ We extract them, therefore,
west of tide-wait,.
38 follows.
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earth is found to be veined with minerale which will Mve ttie
lives of the majestic monarchs who ahada and shelter the sur¬
face Coal thus becomes the moat potent agent in commer"
cial development} for, without it, the seas could not be tra¬
versed with the rspidiiy and certainty that modern wants ex¬

act. The increasing industry and invention of the largely
augmented populations of various countries required either
a greater amount of capital to represent their productions; or

a new standard of vaJoe for the precious metais already in cir¬
culation ; and at ooee, apparently by mere accident, an ad-
-vetHurer discovered, amid the froats and forests of the Pacific,
a golden region in wbieh the fabled eaods of Psctolus are re

r1* itaalf becomes too alow for man¬

kind, and human ritill, chaining magnetism to ha purposes,
and lacing the earth with ita wires; embroiders the whole
world with the electricity of thought. But all tbeaa vast store
houses of invention, comfort, and wealth are not placed at
our doors, in the midst of civilisation, ready to be grasped.

eomptehended, or need with equal ease by the dainty idler or
tha patient worker. Far away in dutent regions they lie.
Far away amid forests and peril*. Far away in landa which
are reached by dreary voyages. Faraway.requiring the re¬

newal of hope in desponding heart*, and renewal of energies
in broken men. There they lie.long concealed and wisely
garnered temptations.to be discovered at the appropriate mo-
meat in the world's progress, and to lead man thither as the
founder of a new field of human industry.

In this genisl development of our globe three classes of per-
aona have always been needed : the Discoverer, the Conquer¬
or, and the Pioneer.

Emigration is the overflowing of a bitter cup. Men do not
ordinarily leave their native lands and kindred for the perils
of tbe wilderness, or for a country with which they have no

community of laws, language, or preeent interest, unless pov¬
erty or bad government crowds them into the forest. When
tbe Discoverer and tbe Conqueror have found the land end
partly tamed the savage, the Pioneer advances into their field
of relinquished enterprise, and his task partakes, in some de¬
gree, of the dsngers incurred by both his predecessors. He
is always a lover and seeker of independence, and generally
purtuee it with a Isudable desire to improve his lot { yet tbe
perfect exercise of this independence sometimes becomes self¬
ishly exclusive. Its essence, in our country, is the complete
self-reliance of the one man or tbe one family. This spirit
of social, political, and industrial independence occasionslly
becomes wild, impatient, and uncontrollsble. Its mildest ex-
hibition under such circumstances is in rude manners or way-
ward lawlessness, which outraged neighborhoods are wont
summarily to redress. True civilized liberty does not coun¬
tenance such mockers of justice within its pale, and thus
there sre multitudes wbo not only go voluntarily and wiselyinto new lands, but other beedlese or scoffing crowds are
scourged by society into the sombre forest. 81owly and sure¬
ly are these elements of new 8tates gathered, purged, end
crystallized around the centres of modern civilization. Hope,ambition, misery, avarice, adventure, noble purpoee drive off
impatient men wbo will not be satisfied with the alow, dripping accretions of wealth in the old communitiee. They re¬
quire fortune and poeition by a leap. Independence demands
space for the gigantic inspirations of iu vast lungs, and flies
headlong to the forest. The wandering woodsman or hunter
gathers his brothers in armed mosses fur protection amid this
chaoeofunorganized freedom, and thay support each other cheer¬
fully in seasons of danger or disease. But the social law ofhu¬
manity vindicates itself against the eager spiiit of perfect in¬
dependence. Wherever man who has once either drained or
sipped the cup of civilization is found, there must he be ted
and clothed, nor does he cease to yearn for tbe relinquished
luxuries, amusements, or comforts of the home he abandoned

* eastern mountains. Wherever man goes, man's
pursues him ; »nd secretly be longs

? *<«iUutioa which he feigns tobay°nu . . .- the foreet likerepresentative.mux.,
- i:_.for the pleasing result* of thai w.

despise. Thus the Pioneer may be auu »uaTap for the Trader. Tsking up the warwith the n<
where the Conqueror left it, he at once subdues the sml and
the savage. The Farmer, at length pUnU hu»>U£land that the Ranger meats from the Indian. The Mer
chant covers with his sails the seas that were scourged by th
Pirate. The dollar dulls the edge of the bowte kmfe_ VV here
the Pioneer treads the Missionary follows. Element by ele-
ment. civilization drops in. Paece, like a cooling shadow,
c ii .k. kUu of war Death closes the career of the
primeval Forester, snd the law of God, vindicating by its
perfect ultimate success the merit of Peace, whose triumphsZZ onlv true ones, plant, the Trader and^ Farmer on
hi, grave, snd that which was wildlv won 1? qUKtly wn<l per¬
manently epjoyed.

the pioneers.
You will recollect that it was only a few years after Pon-

tiac's war that small settlements of whites bad crept westward
through the defiles of the Alleghanies and along the principal
paths, the northernmost of which converged at old Fort Du
Outsne or Pitt, whilst the southernmost led to the fountains
of the Holston and the Clinch. A town was laid out on the
east bank of the Monongahela, within two hundred yards of
Fort Pitt, and, for seventy miles *bove it, a route had been
cut through the wilderness to "Red 81one Old Fort, near
the mouth of Dunlap's creek, now the site of Brownsville.

About the year 1774 Virginia still claimtdby virtue of
her charter, all the territoiy between the parallels of 30 3^and 39° 40' north latitude, from the margin of the Atlantic
due west to the Mississippi, and thus enclosed within her as¬
sumed limit not only the region which at present is compris¬
ed in Kentucky, but also the southern half of Illinois, one-
tbird of Ohio, and an extensive part of Western Pennsylva-
uia. Settlements had been planted upon most of the eastern
branches of the Monongahela, the Youghiogeny, and on tbe
small eastern tributaries of tbe upper Ohio, for one hundred
and twenty miles below Pittsburgh, as well as on the sources
of the Greenbrier, the Little Kenbawa and Elk river, west of
the mountains, embracing in these districts the northwestern
counties of Virginia and the southwestern of Pennsylvania as
at present defined. Pittsburgh was claimed as a frontier town
of Virginia, while the southern settlements on the tributaries
of the Monongahela were held to beleng to the same pro-
vince. Yet the vast region south of the Little Kenhawa anil
westward thence to the Mississippi, with but slight excep¬
tions, was a perfect wilderness, hel8 by savages. 1 he bnely
isolated settlement of a few poor, ignorant French colonists
on the Wabash and Illinois rivers had, it is true, fallen un-
der British dominion after the peace of Paris, but these lm-
migrsnts were scarcely regarded as British subjects, and were
held a, outlying foreign military colonists, more than a thou¬
sand miles in advance of civilization, having but little interest
or sympathy with the pioneers who penetrated the wilderness
from Virginia, Pennsylvania, or Maryland.
The Frcnch and Indian war?, and Ihe true pioneer spuitwhich characterized ao many Americans at that day, had

sprinkled this region of woods, mountains, and rivers with
bold, enterprising woodsmen, trader,, hunters, and sgricul-
turists, and with lion-hearted women, who were proper mates
for men stamped with so much energy and fortitude in the
iron mintage of border trial. Tbe majority of this enterpris¬
ing class was hardy and virtuous, though, as in all such fron¬
tier communities, the honest and daring were followed bymiscreants who were willing either to shelter themselves from
law in the wilderness or to encounter the risks of a wild a e
without caring for ultimate results. But the pioneer was a
liberal and hospitable being, for be appreciated the loneliness
and discomforts of his own perilous lot, and was prompt to
ameliorate the condition of all who ventured beyond the Al¬
leghanies. His fringed and fanciful hunting shirty which
may still be found among the mountains of our own Lumber-
land ; his deer *kin leggings ; bis gaily embroidered mocca-
sins; his tomahawk and scalping-knife ; his bullet pouch,powder horn, and ready rifle, made up his personal equip¬
ments of comfort ani defence. He was a picturesque being
a* he was beheld descending the slopes of the mountains or
relieved sgainst the blue sky or the dark shadows of the forest.
In his lonely region no mechanics were to be hired, and everypioneer was obliged to do his own work or lo possess within
bis family the nccessary elements of labor in the field or at
the plough, the loom, and the anvil. His gun wss in con-
stant use against the Indian as well as the bear and the deer.
Yet never was be an ungenerous neighbor when a new cabin
was to be eree'ed for an immigrant or a crop to be gatheredfor the friend who inhabited his district. The " huskidgmatch" and the ..log-rolling" arc distinctly recorded amongthe kindly and helping memorials of early settlements, in
those days when the genuine "cabin," made without nails,
mortar, or bricks, was the home of many an ancestry that has |given rulers to our Union. A common danger cemented
these forest settlements in a bond of mutual defence and inte¬
rest. It was a life of incessant wariness or of peril to be en¬
countered, and thus mutual dependence and the fear of tbe
savage formed the best police of the pioneer, f »r it warned off
weak and iriesolute interlopers, and permitted none but tbe
hardy and true to abide in the forest.
Nor were these men so improvident as to omit strei gthen-

irg themselves, not only by social acta of faith and friend-
ship, but by supplying their bands with forts, block-houses
and stations, constructed of maisive logs and slab,, proof
sgainst bullets, ani built around or near a never-failing spring.
These defences, const ructed at points easy of access as places
of refuse to a whole neighborhood of agriculturists or hunters,
were perfect safeguards against a foe who bad no artillery, but
were rarely tenanted unless at periods of general alarm, or
when the pioneers left their farms in the spring upon the an¬
nouncement of some Indian murder in the vicinity.
These adopted children of the wilderness were, of coime,

not unskilled in woodcraft. The stars, the .un, the bark of
trees were their guides. The westher informed the set ler
whether he was to encounter bis game for the day on the
mountain tops, the bill sides, or in the valleys; and when
..the buck" was slain, skinned, and dressed, the early night
was passed in glee and story around the fire of his joyous
«. hunting camp." Witchcraft was firmly believed by many
of them, for strange aigbts and sounds and a lonely life gave
play to the imagination or to the recollection of old .|ersti-Son, learned in infancy. Singing, .^n«ng.nfle throwing the tomahawk, wrestling, and all athletic or

manly sports formed the constant diversions of the settlers
when they were at leisure or on remembered holydays; while
the mo*t b oisterous merr.ment prevailed at wedding frolics or
at the "hous3 warming" of the forest bride and her gallantirJom. Lawyer, and judges were unknown m these rough
and simple communities, yet a strong moral "n^ 'nd ,he

i Stern demands cf duty preserved rights and »ote«»U in re-
gion. where no man could afford to be idle. Debts were but
little known. Laxinesa, dishonesty, and jJ|-f«me roused the! general public opinion of the settlement. TW" *»..[*«e£ Personal disputes were eeltled by battles with fists,
after which the parlies became reconciled ; end evil men, in
the emphatic language of the day, were "hated out of the
neighborhood."

, .The wanu of these backwoodsmen required an annual visi
to the East, and every autumn associations were formed for
the yearly caravan, which, wvh ita long trains of horses,-
bearing peltries and Indian ware, might be heard tinkling its
belle in tbe forests or along the mountain defiles as it wound
its wst to Hagerstown, Old Town, Cumberland, and Balti¬
more to exchange tbe products of the wikiernsas for sal', iroo,
letd and powder.

CENTRAL EUROPE AND ASIA.

A spirit is moring on the earth, a spirit of change
of revolution, and a spirit coeval within man in th<
aggregate, as united by accident, choice, or forct
into National Aggregation. A general comparison
between the great land continental surfaces of oui

globe would reveal contrasts of very remarkable
character, and such as to explain and determine
much of the moving causes of former history, and
afford data of great value in our estimates of futuri¬
ty. Hitherto, as cause and effect, too much credit
has been given to human design, and that whilst
tho exciting tod controlling laws of Nature, in reverse pro¬
portion, have been overlooked or regarded superficially. It
would excite doubts of ita accuracy on the minda of many
otherwise well informed persona, when they were first told
that there exists on the earth's surface, in a direction not very
materially deviating twenty degreea from mean latitude 58°
N., and in continuity, a space rather exceeding five thousand
miles having no oceanic discharge. Such a region has,
nevertheless, a positive, and, from time to time, has had a

fearftl political existence, and, from ita weatern extremity
in Europe to ita eastern in <A»ia, comprises every variety of
.oil, from that of exuberant fertility to the moat sterile desert.
Within ita limita originated, in comparative mordern times,
revslutiona which shook Asia and Europe to their utmost
borders. Karakum or Holin, in Chioeea Mongolia, was the
seat of the Empire of Zengxis Khan, and from whence, from
the latter part of the twelfth century of the christian era, to
the middle of the thirteenth, made Eastern and much of Cen¬
tral Aaia fields of blood and ruin.
The decline of the Hooae of Zenghis was attended and fol-

lowed by that of Tamerlane. The latteroriginated early in the
fifteenth, and scourged Central and Weatern Asia through
the first half of that century. The original seat of this Power
was between the Caspian and Aral seaa. Fatuity alone,
we may repeat, can cause indifference to auch sections of the
earth as have produced ao much of human history; and
where, however great may be political or national change, the
intrinsic constitution of nature, in the earth and in mas, re¬
mains stable. Morally and Intellectually, it ia provable that
the nationa who inhabit this immense region are ts far ad¬
vanced in the scale of improvement as were Europeans in
general five centuries past. What time has accomplished,with the same element, it is conaonact to all experience to
regard recurrence probable. Fatuity alone can overtook the

annually more and more apparent,, that one

reality, beeonwQ ..

--¦.which is to "give
of those mighty convulsions are m pru6.v.
new names to nationa and new divisions to courts?
The changes, past embryo, and in acknowle^ed pro¬

gress, which are in development in Asia, Europe, a*d Ame¬
rica, can only form the introductory .chapters to modern his¬
tory. In the great invasion from Central Asia, China and
Japan did not escape, but, though scourged, they survived the
storm, r.;. 1VI more man two centurlM groaned under
the iron rule of the Mongols; but the tide of power has taken
a fearful reflux, or has formed, or ia forming, a atill more

fearful whirlpool, threatening a deluge. It is fitful in motion,
but constant in direction.

But, toresumeour geographical review: The extreme north¬
western projection of this great inland region comes within
one hundred miles of the Gulf of Finland, at St. Petersburgh,
and about a like distance from Wytegra, on Lake Ladoga.
On the Eastern or Pacific extreme it reachea to within three
hundred miles of the Yellow 8ea, and on the earth's surface
extends in continuity through eighty-eight degrees of longi¬
tude, on the mean latitude of forty-five. Any line, however,
drawn within ita limits, from eaatern to western Extremity,
would exceed five thousand miles. On longitude sixty-five
east of London this tract extends in breadth due north from
latitude 28° to 52°, or about aixteen hundred and sixty miles,
crossing Beloochistan, Cabul, Great fiucharia, Khokan, and
Kirguis. This line of greatest breadth does not materially
depart from mid-distance, from the sources of the Wolgs, in
Europe, to those of the Amur, in Asio, or two thousand two
hundred miles from each. Within all its perimeter, the area falls
so little under that we may assume for each section at least one
million of square Engliah miles. The western part, from the
Beloor Mountains, comprising more than half the whole sur¬

face, and including the Caspian and Aral Basing, differs es¬

sentially in character from the eastern ; the former, in no part
sterile desert, sustains a considerable density of population ;
the eastern, except the Basin of the Yarkand, is in the far
greater part desert in the full extent of the term.

This very remarkable region, in all ita extent, is possessed
by three Empires.Russia west and north, Persia in the mid-
distance, and most southern, and China southeastward.the
Beloor Mountains forming the separating boundary between
Russia and China. Persia, a name which seems to come as an
rcho from the farthest recesses of history, still sustains a po¬
litical existence, and fills the space from the Caspian Sea
southward to the Persian Gulf, more than half its surface
within the interior region under review.

Taking the whole region under one scope of vision, it is
evident that if it could be seen by a telescopic view, at a like dis¬
tance, this region of the earth would preaent a very marked resem¬
blance to that of the moon, as thus viewed from the earth.
With these general observations we proceed to a m >ro speci¬
fic review.
Commencing on the southern extreme at north latitude 28°

and longitude 58° east of London, and from thence not ma¬
terially deviating from due north, we set out iiom Herman,
or Southern Persia, not two hundred miles from the Persian
Gulf, and thence passing between the Caspian and Aral Seas,
and thence again along the Ural Mountains to north latitude
62°, or through 34° of latitude, and to within an immaterial
fraction of two thousand five hundred English miles, not a
stream of any consequence is paaaed. It may not be out of
place to observe that this line, if extended to the Persian Gulf,
would form a far more definite and natural boundary between
Europe and Asia than the vague one adopted in ages of igno¬
rance and perpetuated by habit. As standing on the face of
nature, the supposed boundary pointed out forms the eastern
limit of the Caspian region, in many essential respects the
most remarkable on the surface of the earth. Firstly, it has
a base of twenty-five hundred miles from ths Mountain of La-
riftm on the south, to the northeastern fountains of the Kama
river on the north ; secondly, the surface of the Caspian Sea
is by actual measurement upwards of three hundred and
twenty feet below that of the Black Sea, and of course the
most depressed water surface on this planet. Into this deep
water expanae is poured from the north ths stresms of the
W olga and Ural rivers, from the westward those of the Araxis,
and others of less note, snd from the southward the drain of
a very narrow border between the Elborus Mountains and
the southern shore of the Caapian. The eastern shore of the
Caspian receives no stream worthyof notice.
The Caspian Sea is from south to north about seven hun¬

dred miles in length, and from east to west two hundred mean
width i surface one hundred and forty thousand squsre miles;
the whole Baain eight hundred thousand square milea.

Eastwardly from the great base line of lbs Caspian Basin
extends another beain belonging to the same natural section,
aq4 remarkably similar in the principles ef formation and
physical character. The latter known as the Aral Basin,
trom the name of Aral Sea or Lake ; another Caspisn on a
smaller scale. The Aral having length of about three hun¬
dred miles, with a mean breadth little above one hundred
miles; mean latitude 44° north. Space between the two
seas, in most part a sterile desert, of a mean breadth of about
three hundred miles ; longitude 60° east. London passes
over the Aral.

If extended southward to the fountaina flowing northward
and inward, and having no oceanic discharge, the Aral Baain
or region stretches from the mountains of Kerman, N. latitude
28°, or within two hundred miles of the Arabian sea, and
comprises the immense space between the Basin of the Cas¬
pian on the western side, and that of the Indus east, and from
thence spreads northwards to N. latitude S0°, or to oppositethe sources of the Oby. Within the perimeter of the Arsl
region, besides the lake from which the general name is de¬
rived, there are others of lesser note, and also many brief
s'reams, lost amongst rocks and sand. Two rivers, however,of considerable length of course and volume, enter the Arsl
from the south. The Amoo river, formed by numerous
branches issuing from the Hindoo Koosh Mountains, and oppo¬site to the northwestern sources of the Indus, flowing northwest¬
wardly about one thousand miles general course, discharging
its volume into tbe southern shore of the Aral, which also re¬
ceives the Siboon into its northeastern angle. Tbe peculiarfeatures of this part of Asit appear here in exaggeration.The maps of this region, not very consistent with esch other,
in general sgree, however, in representing a prolongationsouthwardly of tbe Ural Mountains, though locally under dif¬
ferent names. Traciog the broken links, it is doing no greatviolence to system when we regard thia chain as crossingAsia from the Northern ocean to Cape Comorin. That partof the system which crosses the great central region under re¬
view, in a very near north and south direction, along longi¬tude 68° E. of London, gives source to numerous rivers, of
more or less length of couiee. Of these, between latitudes
40° and 60° N., tbe Sihoon is the only one deserving par¬ticular notice. This stream becomes a great river io seasons of
rain or melting enowa, but broken into detached branches in
late soaaaer and autumn.
The Aral baste has an extent from south to north of eighteeahundred safes, with a mesa breadth of six hundred miles.

tod comprises an aretexceeding a million of square miles.Taken together, we lkVe, between latitudes north 28° and60° and longitudee 28' tDj 68°, eaat of London, the inlandbasins of the Caspian aM Aral, compriaing one million eighthundred thooaend squar^ies, or about the one twenty-sixthI part of the whole land of the earth. On the Beloor
Mountains, separating the jja«in« of Aral and the Yarkandriver, we are very near nuVdutanco from the northwestern
souroes of the Wolga to it««e of the Amoor river. The
western section between tl* sources of the Yarkand and
Wolga contain more than two thirds of the whole surface of
the space under review, and perhaps l'our-fiftbs of the habi¬table area; the eaatern part, i| great eioees desert.whichfeature operates far more effoctutlly to morally and physicallyseparate Northern and Southern Asia from each other thanwould a sea tenfold ita breadth. Thia eastern section alsohas a considerably greater extension from weat to east, thoughwith less breadth Irom north to south.
Another view, not alone eitremely interesting, but highlyimportant in human history, opens to ua from the Beloor sum¬mits, lat. 40° N. Here ate the bounds where the power ofChina or Eaatern Asta has penetrated ; or very nearly mid-distaoce, three thousand milee each direction, eaat or west,from the Hellespont or Yellow ftea.
Mentally s'anding on tbe Beloor Mountains, lat. 42° N.,and looking eastward, we would have before ua Little Bucha-ria, or Chinese Turkestan, one of those interior detached ba¬sins so characteristic of the great regions of Central Aiia;with the Beloor Mountains west, and flanked on the northby the Tbyan Khan, and on the south by the Kuen LuenMountains. In the intermediate space riao and flow eaatwardthe vaiious atreams forming the Yarkand river, which, after

a course of about one thousand miles, is lost gradually insmall lakes or aanilv daaprta.
Northward of Little Bacharia, and separated from it bythe Thyan Khan Mountains, apreada a region vaguely knows

to us under the terms Soongaria, Turkestan, and LittleBucharia, with others still mora obscure. Darkly as are tho#ena'ions knoAn to the far distant people of Europe and Ame¬rica, it was from those shadowy recesses that, at long inter¬vals of time, have issued baibaroua and warlike hordes, whohave imprinted deep and sanguinary pagea on the histor] ofWestern Asia and Eaatern Europe. Though in all proba¬bility amongtt the most early inhabited by man, this im¬
mense interior of Asia remains a region of mystery; as much,if not more so, than many large tracta of Africa, Australia,and America yet unknown, or imperfectly explored. These
remarks apply to no confined surface. They embrace fromthe eastern shore of the Caspian eea to the aources of therivers of China and Mandchuria, and from south to north,between the fountains of the rivers of Northern and SouthernAsia, a space more extensive than all Europe non-Russian.When, however, we tum from general to specific views, it
must be carefully noticed that the weatern part ia far fromdesert. The space between the fountains of the Indus andthose of the Irtysh branch of the Oby, and in the same lati¬tudes with Southern Europe and Asia Minor, and on a spaceas extensive as France and 8pain taken together, spreads ahabitable surface from which not one rill flows, though in its

L.""Una in streams.
..

U - -~own limits a»Uw-. _

as u may seem,The Beloor Mountains, however sire g
^ Q,er ratherwhen we reach their ,urom'"»

wc have on|y reacked, from
more than three thousand m ,

^ of tbe ;nterior regionNovogorod on the llmen, the m
fil r Mountains, andunder review. Setting out from the Beloor- ^^advancing eastwards, we have to

^ inter- I
sand more miles to reach western uwwv.
mediate space being what geographers have- designated e
great Mongolian Desert.

,Though the fountains of the Irtysh, Oby, \eniesey, and
Lens, the great rivers of Northern Asia, rise near the north¬
ern border of the Desert Mongolia, as do those of the Indus,
Ganges, Irrawaddy, Blue, and Yellow rivers of China, on tbe
southern, and the Amoor of Mandchuria on the eastern bor¬
der, it is inadmissible to fir a definite boundary on either of
these sides. In regard to extent, two millions and a bait of
iqnare miles would be admissible. The whole data wo Hi
.ustain an estimate of five and a half millions of square Eng¬
lish miles for tbe entire interior region of Europe and Asia,
Laving no water communication with the oceans of the earth.

It ought to be premised that extending the term desert to
mean unproductive sterility, and thus applying it to tho very
rematkable central region of Europe and Asia, would lead to
very erroneous conclusions. The greatest part of the Euro¬
pean share and a part of that of Asia is fertile, well wntere
and peopled. On the European part Christianity and its ac¬
companiments prevail, and many millions are there, in the
enjoyment of civilization, with a large portion of its ncbest
benefits. And to these observations we may add that in no
other point of view ia this section more remarkable than in

forming the eastern boundary of Christendom. East of the
Caspisn sea, on the great interior region, and beyond it to
the Pacific ocean, christians are strangers. To the south
spreads Persia, under the provincial names of Khorazw,
Mazanderan, Irac Adjemi, Kberman, 8egestan, and others
etill more obscure. The space between the Caspian and Aral
seas bears the vague name of Turcomania, from that of a na¬
tion who for the last six centuries have engraven their name
deep on the tablets of history. .

.With a very narrow intervening border along the Arabian
sea, and extending northward from lat. 28 to 50 ; °'».,nother words, from a near approach to the water of the Indian
ocean, through upwards of fifteen hundred miles to the south¬
ern border of Asiatic Russia, we have, vaguely located, true,
but real in themselves, and coeval with all of time, the events
of which are in our records, provincial names, east of the
Caspian sea, and westward of the Beloor Mountains, such as

Beocbistan, Cabul, Herat, Great Buchans, Khiva, Khokan,
Tc hk estax, Badakahan, Khoraxm, See. These countries,
occupying the same latitudes as Southern and Central Europe
and Northern Africa, have nourished nations, who have from
time to time overpowered the greatly more numerous but muc
lew warlike nations of the eastern and western pen'^u'"parts of the same continent. It must be here understood that,
though under different names, they are really only the eastern
and western parts of the same continent.

It would appear, on a review of the earth, connected with
the history of nations, that the outer and more or less penin¬
sular deltas and banks of rivers, and insular parts, were most
congenial to the rise, progress, and civilization bf maDJ^»and, in biief, to the perpetuity of human society. China
and Japan on the eaatern, and all Europe on the western side
of tbe eastern continent, afford strong data to sustain the
theory. These great sections were, at all historical times, if not
first peopled, they were the first and most enduring theatres
on which social and intellectual life have gained and preserved
their most beneficent and enduring pre-eminence.
Were a man, to appear with the requisite acquirements of

impartiality, grasp of thought, knowledge of and proper esti¬
mate of the grandeur of tbe aubject in all its details.pecu¬
niary means, and powers of patient investigation, with those
of physical endurance, and who would apply all his resources
on a work dedicated to the geography and national history of
the vast central regions of Europe sndAsia.were these views
realized, mankind would have given to them the most map-

WAsaiiroToir, Jutx 8, 1851.

8IMOCS AccmsHT OH THE N«w Haviw
accident occurred on the New Haven railroad on Wednesday
afternoon, which resulted in the serious injury of a number
of persons, although fortunately no lives were lost. The
three o'clock accommodation train from New York, consist¬
ing of five care, had arrived within about two miles of New
Rochelle, when tbe axle of the car next to the last broke, and
the shock waa auch as to separate the three hindmost cars
from those in front. Two of the cam detached were thrown
off the track, and one of them turned upside down. The
other was alao moch broken, and wrenched across the track.
80 soon as those who were uninjured recovered from the
shock, they proceeded to the relief of those who were less for¬
tunate. Tbe locomotive and two cars, which had gone on to
tbe distance of nearly a mile before the accident was discover¬
ed by the engineer, also returned with the passengers to aid
the sufferers, many of whom it was thought v»ere k,lled.
Upon examination, however, it was discovered that not a

single life had been lost. It is truly wonderful that the re-
sulu were not more calamitous. The following list is said
to embrace all who are known to have been injured :

Mrs. Andrews, of Cleveland, Ohio; Miss Andrews, of
Cleveland, Ohio ; Mrs. 8eymour, of 8tamford ; Mr. and Mrs.
Wiggins and two children, of New York ; Mr. E. 8. Foster,
wife, and daughter, of Indiana; MWa Clsrk, of Hartford \
Mr. Dyer, of Ireland ; Leroy Taylor, of Newtown, Conn.;
H. L. Plumb, of 8tockbridge, Mass. ; Asron Curtis, of Bris¬
tol ; Charles Cooke, of Winsted ; Charles Booth, of Stam¬
ford ; Capt. Baseett, of Bridgeport; 8tnith Booth, of Bridge¬
port ; a son of Isaac Berry, of Philadelphia ; Wm. Bristling,of Gsrdiner, Me. ; D. H. Lockwood, a brakeman ; Mra. and
Miss Funnel, Misses Nason, Gregg, Powell, Moore, and
Cogel, all of Gloucester, (N. J.) were slightly injured ; a
lady from Philadelphia was very badly bruised ; and Miis
Miller, of Massachusetts, is reported to be dead.
The wounded were taken forward to Now Richelle, where

they were provided with beds at a hotel, and medical attend¬
ance waa promptly procured. Dr. Haight and another phy¬sician from HtamfoiJ, and three medictl gentlemen who were
fortunately in the care at the time, are aiding those resident j
at the place in giving every attention to the sufferers.
Fatal Accidmt..As two of the girls working in tbe

bookbindery of Jacob Bumatead, No. 22 Ann street, (N. Y.)
were leaving their work on Monday evening, one stepped
upon the trap-door, which gave way, and finding herself fsll-
ing, she caught her companion'a dress, and they both fell
from the fourth to the first floor. One named Mary C. Dyke
waa §0 much injured that ahe died on the way to the hospital.The other, Catharine Brady, waa severely bruised, but it is
expected that she will recover.

8o»>» Dbatb..Mra. Wm. Webb, daughter of the late
Beajamin Webb, of Wilmington, Delaware, waa found dead
in the bathing tub at her residence near Wilmington, on tbe
lOlh instant. It ia supposed that the coldnese of the water
caused a sodden rush of blood to the head.

TO THE EDITORS.

WiMllCTOf, Jul* 17, 1851.
Mum. Editoki . Little did I think, when scribbling i

few remarks oo coral formation*, that I should be drawn into
a maelstrom of diacuaaioo on thia interesting subject; I was
in hopea it would fall into better handa and be left to abler penathan my feeble crow quill. I have continued ailent while
anonymous writers have fired their paper pelleta; but your
correspondent, Mr. Schetterly, baa written what be terma a
reply to my article of the 21at of June. It ia couched in such
a chaste, claarical, and ecientific style, that I would deem
myself uncourteous if I failed to renew the subject and cor¬
rect a misapprehension himself and othera have fallen into.
Hia remarks are, that I have made an attempt to account for
the phenomena of the diminution of the sea, on the suppo¬
sition that shell fish and coral insects abstract from the water
of thd sea salt, lime, soda, See., from which they manufac¬
ture their ahella, the coral reefs, and the foundation of islands.
He further remsrks s " Mr. P. justly saya, if one thousand
' pound* of water were taken from the aea, and shell fish
' and insects set to work in it, the remaining water, after
. they had formed their shells and rocka, would both weigh' less and occupy less space than the quantity before they
1 were set to work ; but this afforda him no argument, unleas
* he supposes the shells and rocka to be taken out after they4 have been formed ; for, if all be left together, there will be
' no diminution of weight or volume, so far as we know."
In a scientific discussion we must prove, without supposition,unless to give weight to the argument, or an analogous caw
is supposed. I ahall therefore endeavor to show that the
theory advanced by me has not yet been refuted, either bysuppositious or argument. I have atarted with the simpleproposition that the ocean has diminished in liquids to the
amount of solids abstracted from it by the zoophile and shell
fish. This is my first proposition, and it was fully demon-atrated in my article of the 21st June. My next statement
was, that the shore lines of coasts had altered their form,in consequence of the gradual diminution or subsidence of the
ocean. This was not argued aa fully or as ably as it should
have been ; for, on the latter subject, I found that there was a
variety of theories; most geologists attributing this circumstance
to an upheaving of the land from volcanic action or inter¬
nal fires. To have discussed that subject would have led me
into the theory of the creation of mountaina and islanda from
volcanic action, for which I had not the time to sparenor the inclination to enter into a detailed history of volcanic
phenomena. I find your intelligent correspondent does not j
agree with the majority of geologists on this subject, and de-
niea in toto th« theory of upheaved mountaina or islands.
What has become of the Azores, towering seven thousand
feet above the blue ocean f Where ia balmy Madeira and the
Deserters, the former rearing her volcanic summit among the
clouds six thousand feet high ? Where is 8tromboli.-dark,
frowning, and fiery-top 8tromboIi.Sicily, and a host of
others, all upheaved by volcanic action ? Not only Lyell,
but the great msjority, I may say all geologists, agree in inai
one point, that all protuberancea have been caused by up-
heatings. But I must abandon this subject, aait ia irrelevant,
and has nothing to do with coral formations. Permit me to
refer your correspondent to the seventh volume of the United
States Exploring Expedition, and to the American Journal
of 8cience and Arts, No. 3, July, page 25, for a treatise on
.oral islands and formations, by James D. Dana, and to
Professor Silliman's analysis of coral formations. By casting
your eye along the globe it will be found that the zoophites.
these minute submarine architects.surround the world in a

belt, between the parallels of 39° 8. and 39° N. They are

constantly forming solids from the liquid ocean. The waters
of the oceans are composed of various substances, which in a

great measure increases their bulk. These are held in solu¬
tion, and occupy-a Urge amount of apace ; so large that the
zoophite has already abstracted sixteen million of square
miles of solid material, and formed of it islands, reef?, &c.
It is asserted and proved, by philosophical as well as chemi¬
cal facts, tbat all bodies in a solid state (except ice) occupy a

smaller space if the solid than they did in their liquid or gaseous
form. The elements from which the zoophites form their
mansions still exist, but in another form; they are no longer
liquid, or make a portion of the waters of the ocean, and
occupy less space. Where rolled many millions of waves
now stand many millions of miles of firm rocks their bases
fast to old ocean's sand, their tops peojing above old ocean's
blue waves. On these islands man has already placed his
habitation, rearing all that man requires in food and luxury
from a prolific soil and balmy atmosphere. Yet still he who
first created the zoophite and taught him his work, still con¬
tinues him in incessant toil, to pursue his work and build up
reef after reef; island succeeding island, and finally a continent
succeeding them. Cast the eye along the zone herein men¬

tioned, and it will be seen the zoophites are stretching their
habitations from the coast of China and India towards the
continent of America. On the Atlantic side they are pushing
out Florida towards the Bahamas clear to the coast of South
America, hedging in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean sea.

These two sheets of water must eventually become lakes ; the
zoophile is itill at work more rapidly in the Gulf, near the coast
of Mexico, than elsewhere. I account for this from the
warmer temperature of the waters and subterranean fires,
which no doubt exist beneath the Gulf near the crust of the
earth. We judge this fact from the bitumen constantly float¬
ing up from the bottom of the Gulf, much of which is seen

adhering to the coral formations.
The shores of the Mediterranean have perceptibly risen, or

the waters must have receded from them from some cause.

Geologists and most all appear to agree on this point; but with
your correspondent I must differ in my views. This rising of
the land ofEurope, Asia, and Africa, within the Mediterranean,
ia attributed to volcanic action. But this alteration of shore,
line is not peculiar to that Ma, but is continued to the Atlantic
coast and other shores. Evidences in marl formations, and
submarine shells and teeth of sea animals, which abound in
many placea in Virginia, Jersey, along the coast of Florida
and Louisiana, show these lands to have been once submerg¬
ed. These marl beds cjrrespond in appe&rance with con¬

glomerate shell formations found among coral reefs and the
southern shores of this continent. The whole of Florida
indicates it was once submerged, as among ita particles of
white sand, shell, or coral, sand can be detected either by the
eye or analysis. These conglomerates of shell are considered
the best materials for building forts, being both solid and dtv
rable, and resisting the blow given it by shot or shell, causing
them to rebound, in consequence of its elasticity.

Again, Mr. 8chetterly remarks : «« Notwithstanding the
' subsidence of the waters in all large basins, I have no idea
' that the actual quantity appertaining to our planet is under-
' going a diminution." Should it be admitted that tbe waters
of the ocean are driven into a smaller space by the upheavings
of land by subterranean fires, the shores on known coasts
would sppear to sink in consequence of tbe rising of these
ejected waters from the surface of these upheavings ; harbors
would deepen, and rivers be thrown back on their course,
overflowing cities, towns, and countries. But we have suffi¬
cient evidence to show (and jour able and intelligent correspon¬
dent admits it) that rivera and lakes are continually subsiding.
The question is, What becomes of the waters ? We have
shown that the substances which form the wsters of the ocean

are converted into solids, not annihilated, as some imagine,
but, being solidified, occupy a less spsce ; and this process is
continually going on ; it is one of tbe incomprehensible ar¬

rangements of the Divine hand which assist to make up as a

part the whole of his admirable design.
My own mind has not yet been fully satisfied with the

theories advanced by geologists on internal upheavings and
volcanic formations. Your correspondent has advanced a

hypothesis on this subject; and, as be has trested it in so

masterly a style, it is to be hoped be will continue the sub¬
ject. It is one of those subjscts which, in connexion with
others, the scientific world are now agitating.one on which
any information tbat can be elicited will be received by the
community with interest. I here must close, as I see by my
paper tbat I have already exceeded my limits ; bat must re¬

turn my thanks to Mr. Hcbetterly for the valuable hints he has
thrown out, relating to the subsidence of lakes, dcc., as he
haa confirmed me more in the truth of my theory. It is to
be hoped he will not hide his light under a bushel; for one,
I have read bis short piece with much pleasure, and derived
information from it A discussion with so pleasant and able
. writer givee ma pleasure, even should I meet with a defeat,
as on thee# points defeat or victory estabiiabes a troth. I
hop* bo will oootinoe hie subject of volcanic action.

Yonra, dee. W. p. PORTER.

MECHANISM, No.- XII..Br Joans ttoLatoot.
FOB TBI MAvitWkl I1TTELLIS1SCBB.i A tdfning lathe ia an iruftrument of science, skill, andtaste; boundlea in each, consequently of uaefulnaaa and plea-i ante. The varieties of work capable of being done by thelathe are numberleaa and nameleaa. Each new piece of worksuggeet* aeveral other*.

The first moat simple thing to be made by a lathe ia thecylinder, a round stick. Next ia the cone, a cylinder taper-ed to a point at one end. Then the aphere, a perfectly roundbody. Theae give the atarting point, the foundation, for allother round bodies. Among the articles readily made by alathe are boxea of endless variety, handlea, knob* for doors,and aundry other purposes ; letter atampa, aand boxea, acrcwa^ ,needle cases, canes, rake teeth, pine, and trundle*, tope,minerals and various tools poliabed, drillings made, spools,bobbina, plates, cupe, «Scc.
Besides an endlees variety of sundries, three articlea of verygreat importance, each conatantly enlarging, may be made by,the lathe, aa a source of instruction, amusement, and profit tothoee preparing for future uaefulneea and respectability. Theaeare globes, surveyor's compasses, and microscopes. Afterobtaining a globe print, (not difficult,) any boy, or girl either,can make their own globes, simply by turning a sphere ofthe right size and paating upon it the print. After the glob*ia covered, paint and varniah will put on the finish; thewhole exactly fitted to young handa and inquiaitive minds.With globes, balla for orreries, telluriums, and other astrono¬mical and geographical illustrations, will naturally come inthe train.
Uy the toe of a lathe every boy can make hia own sur¬veyor's compa*. It would, of course, be simple, just such,as would be best fitted for his first experiments in surveying.The box could be made of wood, the needle magnetised bythe pupil himself, and the figures for the dial-plate, the sight,and every thing essential for his surveying experiment, couldbe made by the pupil's own hands. His scientific know¬ledge and his practical skill would begin and advance to¬gether. 1

Microscopes vary in price from twenty-five cents to five "

hundred dollars. By a little skill in the use of the lathe, anyboy or girl of ten years old could grind a lens for a simplemicroscope, to be used by themselves and their friends. Per¬haps it would be difficult to conceive of a much more instruc¬tive or entertaining household utensil or pocket companionthan a microscope. It virtually creates a new world, surrounding us on every side. It msy well be doubted whether
any one thing would add more to the amount of human hap¬piness than a microscope or magnifying glass in every familyin the world, especially if made by the younger members.It is not necessary farther to enlirge upon the uses of aturning lathe to show its great importance as an inatrumentof inatruction and entertainment in every school and familytoo. No one can doubt that it would do more to cure truantsacd prevent rowdyism than the largest supply of the "juice of

" of refuge for juvenile de-tne otrtn " in scnoois, or nuuw» ..
^ ^linquents on every other corner of the streets in al! oitf prin¬

cipal cities.
Exfikimkitts..Within a few weeks past sundry teachers

and parents in Wsshington have encouraged their pupils and
children to prepare specimens of writing, drawing, mechan¬
ism, &c., as offerings to patriotism and to science, to be dis¬
tributed by the hands of Government functionaries, both of
our own and foreign countries, for exhibition at agricultural
fairs, Ac. As could be doubted by no one, all concerned give
their united testimony in proof of extraordinary improvement,
both of the hands and minds of pupils thus vigorously direct¬
ed to so high an object.

growth and manufacture of TEA IN
THE UNITED 8TATE8.

Greenville, (8. C.) Jolt 4, 1851.
To the Editor of the Journal of Cottimerce :

Dear Sir : Upon this national holyday a national claim
may be appropriately answered, although it does not come
with the sound of cannon or the blast of a trumpet.
On the 28th ultimo a further advance was made in the

progress of American tea, which will answer some of the calls
of the public and tranquillize the doubts and fears of the
timorous. On that day I plucked from several of my green
tea plants a small quantity of tea leaves, and proceeded to
dry and convert them into tea. The small number of my
plants, and the partial growth of the leaves, forbid my at¬
tempting to gather beyond a sufficiency for experiment 5 but
enough, I apprehend, to confirm and establish the important
fscts that ihe tea plant of China is congenial to out climate ;
that the tea is pure American growth, unmixed with any
other herb or material; that it is cured by solar heat alone,
and is in every respect the genuine tea of China tea plants.
Its fragrance, flavor, and physical qualities may undoubtedly
be changed by the process of manipulation and manufacture.
But my object was to obtain the unchangeable natural pro¬
perties of the leaf grown in this country, and under the in-

,

fluences of soil, atmosphere, and local circumstances peculiar
to its present condition. Whether the taste of tbe tea cor¬

responds with that of Congou, Gunpowder, Hyson, Bohea,
or of any other kind, is of small consequence. If the United
States can produce one good quality of tea from the China
plant, the various kinds of soil, .the diversity of climate, tem¬
perature, and location will produce every kind that grows in
China, and satisfy the national demand, so far as concerns
that article.
July 4, 1851..I have now before me a pot of fresh Ureen

tea, from my own plantation, the first I have enjoyed. Having
no experimental evidence in this country of the effect of
curing tea by solar heat only, contrary to the Chinese, In¬
dian, and Javian mod® of curing by firing, or roasting in iron

kettles, I felt some reluctance to expose this my first experi¬
ment to the public gaze, and therefore conducted the whole,
from the picking of the leaves to drinking the tea, in a private
way. I am much gratified with the result of this my first essay
in manufacturing American tea. The drying is so simpb.that
any farmer in the Union can make his own tea, with the
same certainty and the same ease as he can make his iown
bread. The fragrance is not so high as imported "J**® *.*»
but tbe taste is far more pure and clean in the mouth, al¬
though it leavea the stamp of fresh made tea, or rather a tea
from a freah leaf. It has not the slightest dissgreMble taste,
but has a full delicious flavor, indicating, in an eminent de¬
gree, perfect purity, and the presence of a sweet refreshing
beverage. Connoisseurs will perhaps measure the quality of
my tea by their own, to which they are accustomed. But
the comparison will not hold good. My tea is so peculiar, a.
I always use it in the Chinese wsy, without sugar or milk,
and have the taste of the tea only, and cannot easily be mis¬
taken in the flavor and true properties of the tea. If the tea
be aood, any thing and every thing added to it is a detriment;
if bad, use aa much sugar and milk as will neutralize the bad
Qualities, and leave nothing but the taste of sugar and milk.
I do assure yon that I am so delighted with my pot of tea
that I have drank of it half a dozen times whilat writing this
article, and nearly exhausted the teapot My black tea
plants, since their removal in April, have grown much slower
than the green tea plants. Indeed the green tea plant is a
much more hardy plant than the black. I have written an

article upon the Assam and Himalayah tea, but omit it at pre¬
sent rather than swell this communication.

Your obedient servant, .

JUNIU8 SMITH, LL.D.
P. 8. July 5..I kept part of a pot of my tea until this

morning, and took a tumbler cdld. It ia most excellent, and
a shade higher colored than Hyaon tes. But the taste is su¬
perior to any China tea I have drank, alwayslexcepUng a few
pounds from Archangel, which came overland from the North
ef China, and which I believe was cured by solar heat At
any rate, it was, in my judgment, the finest tea I ever drsnk.

J. 8.

A Coriositt..Last week the workmen at Power's Sum¬
mit on the Ohio and Pennsylvania Railroad, found a pe¬
trified snake, the size of which would seem to indicate that in
this region at least that species of reptile had greatly degene¬rated. His snakeship was imbedded in the solid limestone
rock, sixty feet below the earth's surface. Its size is enormous,
sixteen feet in length, and in the middle at least four inches
in diameter. Although its substance is completely assimi¬
lated to the rock in which it was imbedded, it still looks sur¬
prisingly natural, indeed almost as perfect in " form and fea¬
ture" as when alive. How his snskesbip got so far beneath
the surface, and how long he has lain there, are questionswhich we leave to the scientific..Beaver (Pa.) Star.

The New York Tribune relates an interesting anecdote of
tbe sagacity of a dog in saving the life of a child of Mr.
Robinson, of Flstbush, Long Islsnd. This gentleman has
two dogs, a small spaniel and a large half-breed deer hound.
Tbe small dog waa playing *ith Mr. R.'s child near a cistern,
when tbe child fell head foremost into the water { the ago¬
nized mother, who from a window witnessed the occurrence,
saw tbe spaniel run to the kennel of the bound, wbo inata. ?
ran to the epot, and before the mother could reach the child
tbe noble animal bad placed it in safety. Instinct might h"'"
induced the small dog to attempt a rescue, but evidently
knowing bis inability to do so, what prevented him from trytng»
and caused him, quick aa thought, to fetch the stronger dog
A newe-boy waa heard to aay that be had quit nellmg

papers, and bad gone into the meemerhing buwoeas. " I
get fire dollars a week," said be, "for pining- Pay¬ing what r asked one of hia ooaaradee. " I'ottum," replied
tbe boy.


